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‘It is important that children understand their place in the world, guided by the principle of care: for oneself, care for each other, and a care for the environment’ 

-DCSF Sustainable Schools Framework
In his book Last Child In the Woods, Louv writes that “Andrea Faber Taylor, Frances Kuo, and William C. Sullivan found that green outdoor spaces foster creative play, improve children’s access to positive adult interaction and relieved the symptoms of attention-deficit disorders. (Louv, 2009: 105-106) .

Louv mentions that teachers “need to learn about the cognitive benefits of nature experiences, and how nature outings can help reduce stress in teachers”. (Louv, 2009: 377)
Forest School:  

· has enabled practitioners, parents (particularly fathers) and children to be more engaged in teaching and learning.

· complements other school initiatives , government agendas /targets and has  improved our OFSTED report 

As far as the curriculum is concerned, Forest School has helped to : 

· PSED- Increase independence, self-confidence, autonomy and ownership in their environment, collaboration and positive behaviour

· CLL- create a naturally enabling environment, fostering communication, particularly for children who have EAL or SENs.

· PSRN- enhanced problem solving reasoning and numeracy skills through the exciting, challenging and ever-changing environment.

· KUW- significantly increase the children’s environmental awareness and understanding of the world – above and beyond what is written in the EYFS aspects.

· PD- Improve children’s strength, self- challenge and ways of moving 

· CD- Inspire the transference of skills, knowledge and experience back in the classroom and at home through play, storytelling and creative art projects.

Managing Risk in Play Provision
Audience:  Early Years Providers, Lead Member for Children's Services, Local Authorities, Primary Schools, School Advisers 

Document Date:  issued December 2008 Function Guidance Reference DCSF-00942-2008 

Price FREE 

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00942-2008&

Videos available on the Internet:
· Charlbury School, Oxfordshire--- http://www.teachers.tv/video/25243/  
· Outdoor Preschool in Norway--- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fp4Nny_rIiw
· Highters Heath Primary School, inner city Birmingham--- http://www.teachers.tv/video/25072
· Swedish School---   http://www.teachers.tv/videos/12090
The first Urban Forest School Website:

www.urbanforestschool.co.uk 

(provides  information  on  our urban forest school and others, as well as links to online resources/equipment suppliers/training/books/supplement info)

Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto :   http://www.lotc.org.uk
Ofsted: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Press-and-media/2008/October/Report-highlights-the-benefit-of-learning-outside-the-classroom
Other Urban Forest School websites in Birmingham , Solihull, and Dartford:

http://www.forestschoolsbirmingham.com/
http://www.tidbury-green.solihull.sch.uk/forest_schools.htm
www.templehilltrust.org.uk.

South West London FEI Forest School Cluster Group/Forest Education Initiative  (FEI) website:

http://www.foresteducation.org/local_groups.php?id=174   

and join the FEI Forest School England Network
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-learning
Institute for Outdoor Learning

http://www.outdoor-learning.org/membership/forest_schools_sig.htm









